
DEL NORTE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA: NOVEMBER 10, 2016 11 A.M. 

DEL NORTE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CHAMBERS 
FLYNN ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER, 981 H STREET, CRESCENT CITY, CA 

1. Call Meeting to Order

2. Public comment period
Anyone wishing to make public comments regarding matters either on or off the agenda
and within the Commission’s jurisdiction may do so at this time; however, the
Commission is not permitted to act on non-agenda items.

3. Adjourn to the Policy Advisory Committee

CONSENT AGENDA  
Items are considered routine in nature and voted on in one motion: Consider public 
comments or requests to pull matters from the consent agenda for separate action. 

Note: The Technical Advisory Committee will meet after the posting of this agenda. TAC 
recommendations will be provided in the DNLTC meeting.  

a) Minutes of September 8, 2016
Staff recommendation: By consensus, accept minutes of September 8, 2016.

b) Minutes of October 10, 2016
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, adopt resolution 2016 21 approving the
programming of FTA Section 5339 Program funds in the amount of $138,800.

POLICY and ADMINISTRATIVE 
c) Adopt resolution 2016 22 approving the 2016 Del Norte Regional Transportation

Plan. 
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, adopt resolution 2016 22 approving the 2016 
Del Norte Regional Transportation Plan. 

d) Appoint Finance Committee members and authorize committee members to sign
necessary and routine banking documents.
Staff recommendation:

a. Appoint two Finance Committee members
b. By polled vote, authorize the Chair and Finance Committee members to sign

necessary and routine banking documents.
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e) Discussion items
− US Highway 199 and Elk Valley Cross Road intersection
− US Highway 199 safety
− Last Chance Grade
− Overall Work Program Amendment 1
− Caltrans Project Status Report
− Disadvantaged Communities as defined by CalEnviroScreen

4. Commissioner comments and reports

5. Action on the recommendations of the Policy Advisory Committee
Adjourn as the Policy Advisory Committee, reconvene as the Del Norte Local 
Transportation Commission, and by polled vote, approve and adopt the actions taken by 
the Policy Advisory Committee in items listed above. 

6. Adjourn to the regular meeting scheduled on December 8, 2016 at 11 a.m.

Anyone requiring reasonable accommodation to participate in the meeting should contact the 
Executive Director Tamera Leighton, at (707) 465-3878, at least five (5) days prior to the meeting. 

For TDD use for speech and hearing impaired, please call (707) 464-2226. 



Items A - C 

DATE: NOVEMBER 10, 2016 
TO: DEL NORTE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
FROM: TAMERA LEIGHTON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
SUBJECT:  CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

a) Minutes of September 8, 2016
Staff recommendation: By consensus, accept minutes of September 8, 2016.

b) Minutes of October 10, 2016
Staff recommendation: By consensus, accept minutes of October 10, 2016.

c) Local Agency Allocation Agreement with Elk Valley Rancheria
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, authorize executive director to sign Local
Agency Allocation Agreement with Elk Valley Rancheria to reflect existing
resolutions and agreements.

This document reflects past decisions only and does not represent any new funding.
This agreement is a new requirement from the State. Agreements nearly identical to
this have been approved for the City, County, Harbor District and Yurok Tribe.

d) Memorandum of Understanding with healthcare partners for Transportation
Assistance Program
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, authorize executive director to execute the
Memorandum of Understanding for the Transportation Assistance Program between
Del Norte County Department of Health and Human Services, Del Norte Healthcare
District, Del Norte Local Transportation Commission, Open Door Community Health
Centers and Sutter Coast Hospital

This MOU additionally confirms the commitment that DNLTC has already made by
resolution. This MOU assists the partners in meeting their administrative needs.



DEL	NORTE	LOCAL	TRANSPORTATION	COMMISSION	
REGULAR	MEETING	MINUTES	

SEPTEMBER	8,	2016	AT	11:00	A.M.	

Present:	 David	Finigan,	County,	Chairman	
Commissioner	Gerry	Hemmingsen,	County	
Commissioner	Chris	Howard,	County	
Commissioner	Murray,	City	
Commissioner	Darrin	Short,	Vice-Chairman	

Absent:		 Commissioner	Rick	Holley,	City	

Also	Present:	 Elizabeth	Burrows,	Public	
Eileen	Cooper,	Public	
Karen	Evan,	Public	
Phillip	Jamison,	Public	
Tamera	Leighton,	Local	Transportation	Commission	
David	Morgan,	Chief,	Office	of	Traffic	Safety	
Kevin	Tucker,	Caltrans,	Policy	Advisory	Committee	Member	
Sabrina	Valentine,	P.S.	Business	Services	
Steve	Wakefield,	Fire	and	Rescue	Fire	Chief	

1. Call	Meeting	to	Order
Chairman	Finigan	called	the	meeting	to	order	at	11:00	a.m.

2. Public	comment	period
Anyone	wishing	to	make	public	comments	regarding	matters	either	on	or	off	the	agenda	and
within	the	Commission’s	jurisdiction	may	do	so	at	this	time;	however,	the	Commission	is	not
permitted	to	act	on	non-agenda	items.
The	following	person(s)	addressed	the	Commission:	Steve	Wakefield,	Fire	and	Rescue	Fire
Chief	reported	the	Emergency	Responders	are	continually	being	called	to	traffic	collisions	at
the	intersection	of	US	Highway	199	and	Elk	Valley	Cross	Road.	Since	Caltrans	did	the	Safety
Work	on	Highway	101	South	to	Crescent	City	this	intersection	has	been	prone	to	more
accidents	then	any	other	within	the	jurisdiction	of	the	Crescent	City	Fire	and	Rescue.	The
problem	with	this	intersection	is	it	is	very	confusing	to	drivers.	There	are	too	many	choices	to
make	to	determine	which	lane	to	be	in.	Many	of	the	accidents	there	involve	people	from	out	of
the	area	who	are	going	through	it	for	the	first	time.	Mr.	Wakefield	stated	a	major	concern	is	the
speed	that	people	drive	coming	off	the	hill	towards	Crescent	City.	In	our	community,	first
responders	are	100%	volunteers.	The	volunteers	respond	all	hours	of	the	day	and	night	to
assist	people	with	their	tragedies.	The	more	often	they	have	to	do	this,	the	more	of	a	toll	it
takes	on	them.	This	intersection	has	been	a	location	for	many	tragic	accidents	with	significant
injuries	and	deaths.	We	need	to	fix	this	problem	so	we	don’t	injure	as	many	people	and	impact
the	volunteers.	We	need	all	the	volunteers	we	have	to	cover	all	first	responder	emergencies	a
the	county.	Mr.	Wakefield	fully	supports	the	roundabout	as	a	solution	to	the	problem	that
exists	there.	This	would	significantly	reduce	the	incidents	in	this	location.	Commissioner
Hemmingsen	reported	he	attended	another	meeting	and	it	was	brought	to	his	attention	about
how	many	incidents	actually	have	occurred	there.	Commissioner	Hemmingsen	asked	if
Highway	Patrol	knew	about	all	these	accidents	that	have	occurred	there.	Mr.	Wakefield
responded	yes.	Commissioner	Hemmingsen	was	surprised	that	Highway	Patrol	didn’t	feel



these	accidents	were	happening.	Commissioner	Hemmingsen	believes	that	most	of	the	patrol	
officers	are	new	and	don’t	have	the	10	to15	years	of	experience	in	our	county.	Phillip	Jamison	
commented	that	he	is	a	resident	who	drives	from	Gasquet	every	day.	Mr.	Jamison	came	to	say	if	
it’s	a	roundabout	to	slow	down	for,	then	he	supports	it.	It	would	be	a	better	alternative	then	
trying	to	guess	where	a	driver	is	going	to	turn.	
	

3. Adjourn	to	the	Policy	Advisory	Committee	
Chairman	Finigan	adjourned	as	the	Del	Norte	Local	Transportation	Commission	and	
immediately	reconvened	at	the	Policy	Advisory	Committee	at	11:07	a.m.	
	
CONSENT	AGENDA	
Items	are	considered	routine	in	nature	and	voted	on	in	one	motion:	Consider	public	
comments	or	requests	to	pull	matters	from	the	consent	agenda	for	separate	action.	
a) Minutes	of	July	14,	2016	

Staff	recommendation:	By	consensus,	accept	minutes	of	July	14,	2016	
	

b) Approve	contract	with	Center	for	Economic	Development,	CSU	Chico	
Staff	recommendation:	By	polled	vote,	authorize	executive	director	to	sign	contract	
after	approval	by	counsel.	
	

c) Certify	unmet	needs	
Staff	recommendation:	By	polled	vote,	Adopt	resolution	2015	19	certifying	unmet	
transit	needs	findings	for	fiscal	year	2015-16.	
On	a	motion	by	Commissioner	Howard,	seconded	by	Commissioner	Hemmingsen,	
and	unanimously	carried	on	a	polled	vote	the	Del	Norte	Local	Transportation	
Commission	approved	and	adopted	the	Consent	Agenda	item	3.	a-c,	as	presented.	
	

POLICY	AND	ADMINISTRATIVE	
d) Contract	with	Dokken	Engineering	for	Elk	Valley	Road	Multimodal	

Corridor	Study	
TAC	and	staff	recommendation:	By	polled	vote,	authorize	executive	director	to	sign	
contract	with	Dokken	Engineering	for	the	Elk	Valley	Road	Multimodal	Corridor	Plan	
after	approval	by	counsel.	
Discussion	was	held	in	regards	to	a	Dokken	Engineering	contract	for	Elk	Valley	Road	
Multimodal	Corridor	Study.	Ms.	Leighton	reported	there	is	a	proposal	from	Green	
DOT	and	Dokken	Engineering.	The	County,	City,	and	Caltrans	staff	reviewed	and	
scored	the	proposals	and	made	a	recommendation	to	the	Technical	Advisory	
Committee.	The	Technical	Advisory	Committee	is	supporting	the	recommendation	to	
award	the	contract	to	Dokken	Engineering.	Commissioner	Hemmingsen	asked	where	
is	the	big	difference	in	scoring.	Ms.	Leighton	responded	both	proposals	were	sound	
and	that	the	score	was	close,	but	Dokken	had	a	stronger	proposal	for	the	technical	
components	and	Green	DOT	had	a	stronger	proposal	for	community	outreach.	The	
scoring	was	close,	but	the	recommendation	was	still	unanimous	for	Dokken	
Engineering.	Dokken	has	agreed	to	increase	their	community	outreach	from	their	
original	proposal.	Chairman	Finigan	asked	if	this	was	the	planning	phase	for	Elk	
Valley	Road,	Howland	Hill,	and	to	Highway	199.	Ms.	Leighton	responded	the	whole	
Corridor	will	be	considered,	but	that	the	focus	area	is	from	Howland	Hill	to	US	
Highway	199.		



On	a	motion	by	Commissioner	Howard,	seconded	by	Commissioner	Short,	and	
unanimously	carried	on	a	polled	vote,	the	Del	Norte	Local	Transportation	
Commission	authorized	the	executive	director	to	sign	a	contract	with	Dokken	
Engineering	for	the	Elk	Valley	Road	Multimodal	Corridor	Plan.	
Chairman	Finigan	is	happy	to	see	this	corridor	is	finally	being	addressed.	
Commissioner	Murray	is	pleased	to	see	Gordon	Shaw	with	LSC	was	involved	in	the	
project.	Commissioner	Murray	thinks	Mr.	Shaw	has	experience	in	the	community	and	
will	be	a	real	asset	to	the	project.	
	

e) County	request	for	$30,000	of	RSTP	funding	for	Fred	Haight	Drive	
TAC	and	staff	recommendation:	By	polled	vote,	adopt	resolution	2016	20	approving	
the	County’s	funding	request	for	$30,000	of	Regional	Surface	Transportation	
Program	funds	for	Fred	Haight	Drive	improvements	from	First	Street	to	Pearl	Haight	
Bosch	Bridge.	
Discussion	was	held	in	regards	to	the	request	for	$30,000	of	RSTP	funding	for	Fred	
Haight	Drive.	Ms.	Leighton	reported	the	County	submitted	a	request	to	the	Technical	
Advisory	Committee,	which	includes	a	thorough	explanation	of	what	they	need	to	do	
to	finish	the	project	for	Fred	Haight	Drive.	The	Technical	Advisory	Committee	
recommends	awarding	the	$30,000	for	the	Fred	Haight	Drive	as	presented.	
On	a	motion	by	Commissioner	Howard,	seconded	by	Commissioner	Hemmingsen,	
and	unanimously	carried	on	a	polled	vote	the	Del	Norte	Local	Transportation	
Commission	adopted	Resolution	2016	20	approving	the	County’s	funding	request	for	
$30,000	of	Regional	Surface	Transportation	Program	funds	for	Fred	Haight	Drive	
improvements	from	First	Street	to	Pearl	Haight	Bosch	Bridge.	
	

f) Safe	Annual	Report	
TAC	and	staff	recommendation:	By	consensus,	accept	SAFE	system	Annual	Report.	
Discussion	was	held	in	regards	to	the	Safe	Annual	Report.	Ms.	Leighton	reported	that	
there	is	a	significant	increase	in	call	box	use	since	last	year	–	nearly	30	percent.	Ms.	
Leighton	reported	she	would	be	attending	the	State	meeting	to	voice	her	concerns	in	
regards	to	the	funding	for	rural	communities	and	how	important	call	boxes	are.	Ms.	
Leighton	is	evaluating	the	system	to	see	if	it	can	be	expanded	and	is	considering	
having	signs	installed	that	indicate	a	call	box	is	ahead	to	make	them	more	visible.	
Commissioner	Hemmingsen	reported	he	is	always	amazed	by	the	numbers	and	feels	
they	are	very	strategically	placed	due	to	the	number	of	calls	and	feels	it	is	a	very	
necessary	system.	The	SAFE	Annual	Report	was	approved	by	consensus	of	the	Del	
Norte	Local	Transportation	Commission.		
	

g) Discussion	items	
- US	Highway	199	and	Elk	Valley	Cross	Road	intersection	–	Ms.	Leighton	

introduced	David	Morgan,	Chief,	Office	of	Traffic	Safety	and	handed	out	paper	
copies	of	the	presentation.	David	Morgan	reported	on	the	change	that	has	
happened	on	Elk	Valley	Cross	Roads	from	2003	to	2016.	In	2003	there	was	a	
rumble	strip	installed,	2016	an	advisory	sign	for	45	mph	or	more,	2007	moved	
strip	bars	forward,	2011	installed	pavement	arrows,	and	April	2016	installed	a	
four	way	intersection	sign	along	with	the	45	mph	and	radar	feedback	sign.	Mr.	
Morgan	reported	the	future	considerations	for	Elk	Valley	Cross	Road	are	to	
look	if	a	signal	is	justified	and	if	so	we	would	go	into	an	evaluation	to	see	if	a	
roundabout	is	a	good	fix.	Another	suggestion	is	to	put	in	a	cul-de-sac.	Mr.	



Morgan	reported	on	the	collision	data	from	2005-2014	and	reported	that	as	of	
2014	accident	reports	are	going	down.	Chairman	Finigan	asked	about	the	high	
rate	of	injury	accidents	and	stop	bars	were	further	back	and	now	they	are	
further	up.	Mr.	Morgan	responded	the	stop	signs	were	moved	up	to	increase	
visibility.	Commissioner	Murray	asked	if	the	signal	analysis	is	applied	
throughout	the	state	or	if	they	take	into	account	other	factors.	Mr.	Morgan	
answered	that	it’s	throughout	the	state	and	the	nation.	Ms.	Murray	then	asked	if	
we’re	all	being	put	into	a	one-size-fits-all	system.	Mr.	Morgan	responded	that	
engineering	judgement	can	acutally	overrule	the	guidance.		Commissioner	
Howard	asked	how	do	you	determine	the	volumes	of	traffic.	Mr.	Morgan	
responded	that	they	take	the	highest	hour	volume	in	an	eight-hour	period	
during	daylight	in	various	seasons	to	determine	how	much	traffic	there	is.	
Commissioner	Howard	suggested	Caltrans	visit	those	areas	during	July	or	
August.	Mr.	Morgan	responded	that	he	could	make	that	happen	for	next	year.	
Commissioner	Hemmingsen	thinks	the	difference	in	the	speed	and	that	slowing	
the	traffic	down	will	help	with	the	collisions.	Ms.	Leighton	suggested	to	Mr.	
Morgan	to	do	a	traffic	count	now	in	September	and	then	again	in	July.	Mr.	
Morgan	responded	that	could	be	done.	Ms.	Leighton	asked	what	is	the	change	
in	accidents/fatalities/collisions	once	a	roundabout	goes	in.	Mr.	Morgan	
responded	that	fatalities	would	go	away.	Ms.	Leighton	asked	what	are	the	next	
steps	to	be	able	to	override	with	engineering.	Mr.	Morgan	responded	there	has	
to	be	volumes	of	cars	that	are	closer	to	the	volumes	in	the	guidelines.	
Commissioner	Short	questioned	whether	there	was	data	that	may	have	not	
been	recorded	through	the	Highway	Patrol.	Mr.	Morgan	responded	he	retrieved	
all	the	available	collision	data	from	the	Highway	Patrol.	Ms.	Leighton	reported	
Highway	Patrol	is	required	to	report	and	record	all	accidents	resulting	in	
injuries	and	fatalities.	Policy	Advisory	Member	Tucker	agreed	with	Ms.	
Leighton.	Commissioner	Hemmingsen	asked	in	regards	to	the	surface	
treatment	and	chevron	placement	on	US	Highway	199	at	approximately	Post	
Mile	10.5.	Mr.	Morgan	responded	chevrons	are	put	up	and	the	surface	
treatment	is	delayed	due	to	the	fact	Caltrans	now	needs	a	contractor	to	put	the	
material	down.	Phillip	Jameson	reported	on	the	volume	of	traffic	on	Highway	
199	during	July	due	to	holidays	and	construction	and	that	the	traffic	was	
backed	up	nearly	to	the	community	of	Hiouchi	due	to	the	construction	stop	
light.		Karen	Even	asked	in	regards	to	the	45	mph	could	be	required	not	
advisable	and	if	you	have	a	person	would	count	all	the	near	misses	and	
slamming	of	breaks.	It’s	a	bad	intersection	and	something	needs	to	be	done.	Mr.	
Morgan	responded	to	make	it	45	mph	regulatory	he	would	have	to	count	100	
cars	and	track	there	speed	and	if	85	cars	are	going	52	miles	or	under	he	can	
regulatory	make	it	45	mph,	but	if	85	cars	are	going	53	or	higher	he	is	forced	to	
round	up	to	55	mph.	Mr.	Morgan	reported	he	will	add	to	his	traffic	count	study	
to	count	near	misses	and	that	he	needs	to	know	about	near	misses.	Ms.	
Leighton	recommends	that	if	the	public	wanted	to	report	a	near	miss	to	contact	
a	County	Supervisor	or	her	to	get	the	word	out.	Eileen	Cooper	reported	Mr.	
Hemmingsen	took	the	words	out	of	her	mouth	and	is	frustrated	with	a	policy	
that	goes	against	common	sense	to	lowering	a	speed.	Ms.	Cooper	urges	us	and	
other	communities	to	change	the	requirements	and	regulations.	

- Pedestrian	crossing	on	US	Highway	101	at	south	Gateway	area	(attachments)	–	
Ms.	Leighton	reported	there	are	continual	concerns	about	this	area.	Caltrans	
and	David	Morgan	are	trying	to	improve	the	Pedestrian	area	from	the	South	



Gateway	all	the	way	to	the	North	End	of	town.	Continue	to	get	lots	of	comments	
of	the	dangers	in	that	area.	We	are	working	on	this	and	it	will	be	a	significant	
project.	

- Last	Chance	Grade	–Policy	Advisory	Member	Tucker	reported	that	there	is	a	
stop	control	signal	on	Last	Chance	Grade	and	informed	people	of	the	project	
going	on.	Eileen	Cooper	commented	in	regards	to	the	dangers	on	Sand	Mine	
and	traffic	coming	south	from	101.	
	

4. Commissioner	comments	and	reports	
The	following	Commissioner(s)	commented	on	the	following:	None	
	

5. Adjourn	on	the	recommendations	of	the	Policy	Advisory	Committee	
Adjourn	as	the	Policy	Advisory	Committee,	reconvene	as	the	Del	Norte	Local	Transportation	
Commission,	and	by	polled	vote,	approve	and	adopt	the	actions	taken	by	the	Policy	Advisory	
Committee	in	items	listed	above.	
Chairman Finigan adjourned as the Policy Advisory Committee and immediately reconvened as the 
Del Norte Local Transportation Commission at 12:18 p.m. 
On a motion by Commissioner Short, seconded by Commissioner Hemmingsen, and unanimously 
carried on a polled vote the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission approved the actions taken 
on above item 3. a.-g.	
	

6. Adjourn	to	the	regular	meeting	scheduled	on	October	13,	2016	at	11	a.m.	
With no further business before the Commission, Chairman Finigan adjourned the meeting at 12:18 
P.M., until the next regularly scheduled meeting on October 13, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Tamera Leighton, Executive Director 
	



Page	1	of	5	

DEL NORTE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION 
COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 13, 2016 AT 11:00 A.M. 

Present:  David Finigan, County, Chairman 
Commissioner Gerry Hemmingsen, County 
Commissioner Rick Holley, City arrived at 11:01 a.m. 
Commissioner Chris Howard, County 
Commissioner Murray, City 
Commissioner Darrin Short, Vice-Chairman 

Absent:  -- 
Also Present: Chuck Blackburn, Public 

Jessica Cejnar, Del Norte Triplicate 
Sebastian Cohen, Caltrans 
Eileen Cooper, Friends of Del Norte 
Jan Gilbert, Public 
Phillip Jamison, Public 
Tamera Leighton, Local Transportation Commission 
Kevin Tucker, Caltrans, Policy Advisory Member 

1. Call Meeting to Order 
Chairman Finigan called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m., Commissioner Howard led 

the Pledge of Allegiance, and Nicole Burshem took roll call. 

2. Public comment period
The following person(s) addressed the Commission: Eileen Cooper, Friends of Del Norte vice
president commented in regards to the Regional Transportation Plan. There has been no
explanation provided about what happened to the original draft release in March, no responses
have been provided to any public comment, and no explanation of what is different about the new
release draft plan. Ms. Cooper expressed her concern with greenhouse gas emissions, the increase
in VMT and truck traffic being contrary to our goals and that it will have a negative affect on
performance measures and would represent a major failure of the Regional Transportation
Planning process. Per Ms. Cooper, the Del Norte County projects a higher greenhouse emission
rate per capita than urban areas. The new Draft RTP contains strong goals, objective and policies
pertaining to greenhouse gas emissions to ensure the transportation projects don’t contribute to
greenhouse gas emissions. Don Gillespie asked for an explanation why the draft RTP was
rereleased for public comment. And what is going to happen to the public comment that was made
on the first release of the draft RTP. Chair Finigan explained the limits of public comment and
recommend questions be forwarded to staff. Jan Gilbert stated that she could not find the Regional
Transportation Plan on the agenda and that she cannot find her public comment on the re-release
and commented in regards to the needs to Highway 199. Ms. Gilbert was concerned that Last
Chance Grade was not a priority. Ms. Gilbert wanted to express her concerns on the safety of the
public and that the re-release of the RTP is a disappointment to the public. Ms. Gilbert would like
an explanation of what the differences are between the old and new RTP and she stated that the
Commission is risking everything by having bigger trucks come in on the roads. Ms. Gilbert
would also like to see public transportation be addressed in the RTP more and that Last Chance
Grade a priority in the RTP. Chairman Finigan asked staff to place on the agenda of the process
that we went through of the Regional Planning, the amount of public hearing, and the way we
address public comments. Ms. Leighton responded that per the current schedule the Regional
Transportation Plan will be on the agenda for next month and that this is simply an issue of timing.
The final Regional Transportation Plan update will go to the Technical Advisory Committee and
the Commission in November.
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3. Adjourn to the Policy Advisory 
Chairman Finigan adjourned as the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission and immediately 
reconvened the Policy Advisory Committee at 11:12 a.m. 

4.  Consent Agenda 
Items are considered routine in nature and voted on in one motion: Consider public comments or 
requests to pull matters from the consent agenda for separate action. 
 

a) Minutes of September 8, 2016 
Staff recommendation: By consensus, accept minutes of September 8, 2016. Policy Advisory 
Member Tucker stated there is some statements from David Morgan that need to be reviewed 
and suggested having the minutes approved at the next meeting.  

 
b) Adopt resolution 2016 21 approving the programming of FTA Section 5339 Program 

funds in the amount of $138,800. 
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, adopt resolution 2016 21 approving the programming 
of FTA Section 5339 Program funds in the amount of $138,800. 

 
c) Local Agency Allocation Agreement with Elk Valley Rancheria 

Staff recommendation: By polled vote, authorize executive director to sign Local Agency 
Allocation Agreement with Elk Valley Rancheria to reflect existing resolutions and 
agreements. 

 
d) Transportation Assistance Program for Healthcare 

Staff recommendation: By polled vote, authorize executive director to execute the 
Memorandum of Understanding for the Transportation Assistance Program between Del Norte 
County Department of Health and Human Services, Del Norte Healthcare District, Del Norte 
Local Transportation Commission, Open Door Community Health Centers and Sutter Coast 
Hospital 
Mr. Tucker requested that the minutes be removed from the consent agenda.  
On a motion by Commissioner Howard, seconded by Commissioner Short, and unanimously 
carried on a polled vote the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission approved and adopted 
the Consent Agenda items 4. b-d, as presented with the minutes removed from the Consent 
Agenda for discussion. 

 
POLICY and ADMINISTRATIVE 
 

a) Minutes of 2016 
Mr. Tucker requested that the minutes be put on the next meeting agenda.  
 

e) Discussion items 
− US Highway 199 and Elk Valley Cross Road intersection – Ms. Leighton asked Policy 

Advisory Member Tucker if he had any information on this. Ms. Leighton reported that 
there would be a traffic count done in September 2016 and another traffic count done in 
July 2017. Commissioner Howard added that was his understanding as well and hopes that 
David Morgan will follow through with that. Policy Advisory Member Tucker commented 
that it is understanding that he will be moving forward with the proposed dates and the 
information will be shared after the July 2017 count. Ms. Leighton commented she could 
get a confirmation email stating that the count was conducted and report back in 
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November. Commissioner Howard asked if there was a format to address the near-miss 
data collected. Ms. Leighton commented that she thought community members might be 
able to report near misses through a Facebook page or to Mr. Morgan or Ms. Leighton 
directly. She is more encouraged by some of the platforms available to governments to be 
accessed through smart phones and that she is currently researching crowd sourcing tools 
that enable people to comment on incidents or near misses with an electronic pinpoint on a 
map to see exactly where the incident or near miss happens. Ms. Leighton is hoping that 
this can be included in the current Overall Work Program update. Ms. Murray asked with 
the pinpoint you would be on the 199/197 projects so there would be a focus on where the 
person would want to make the comment. Ms. Leighton commented it is more of “I am 
here and this is what I see” without focus on a specific area. The phone itself would put the 
GPS directed pinpoint down to show where they are and where the incident happened.  

− US Highway 199 injury and fatality accidents – Ms. Leighton reported there has been a 
series of injury and fatalities on Highway 199. There is no additional information from 
what we have already collected. Commissioner Howard reported that he happened to drive 
past the last accident happened. This location near Post Mile 10.5 has once again captured 
another vehicle and he asked what are we doing in that location to correct the issue. Ms. 
Leighton responded David Morgan, Chief, Office of Traffic Safety, reported that all of the 
corrections have not been implemented and that Caltrans is having trouble getting the 
equipment to lay down the high friction surface treatment pavement. Policy Advisory 
Member Tucker reported there has been chevron signs put in and the high friction surface 
treatment is now going through a contracting process. Caltrans is hoping to have the 
surface out there soon. Commissioner Howard asked if there was an idea of what is going 
on out there. Policy Advisory Member Tucker responded he couldn’t provide any 
information at this time. Commissioner Murray commented that there was a suggestion to 
put in some boulders in that area to help with collisions. Eileen Cooper commented in 
regards to safety on Highway 199. There were two accidents that occurred at that area 
recently. This is a dangerous highway and happens outside the area for the STAA trucks. 
Ms. Cooper expressed that this is not safe for big trucks to travel along this road. Chair 
Finigan asked her if she was aware that no trucks were involved in these accidents and Ms. 
Cooper responded yes.  

− Last Chance Grade – Ms. Leighton introduced Sebastian Cohen. Sebastian Cohen reported 
in regards to the emergency project that is going on and Caltrans is building two big walls. 
Our number one priority is to move forward with this project and find a permanent fix. Mr. 
Cohen reported the two walls are under construction right now and one of them is already 
90% complete. The second wall is underway, but may experience weather delays. The two 
walls even with delays should be completed by January or February. Chairman Finigan 
asked if the stoplights would be removed by February. Mr. Cohen responded that the 
traffic control would change. Mr. Cohen reported the emergency project is to repair 
retaining wall #3. Caltrans is still performing repairs and working on extending a wall on 
the downhill side across the road. The number one goal is to keep the road open and safe. 
Mr. Cohen reported some additional measures that are being taken are to install a more 
reliable communication and power source in the area. The big thing is to try and get 
cameras placed so the public can watch live feed of the road conditions. Caltrans is trying 
to place message boards instead of the small triangle signs. Mr. Cohen reported Caltrans 
would be upgrading their monitoring system to a newer technology. Caltrans has produced 
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six new alternatives to look at for a more permanent solution. What Caltrans is looking 
into right now is a funding source. Caltrans has received a Federal Declaration which 
allows Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to compensate Caltrans for getting the 
road back open and fund a more permanent restoration project, but the funding does not 
include a new alignment. Mr. Cohen reported that power would need to be installed first 
for message signs. He further stated that some in our community are referencing a five-
year plan for Last Chance Grade, and that Caltrans continues to state that it is not feasible. 
The funding will need to be in place first and then the environmental phase. Mr. Cohen 
reported Congressman Huffman has been applying pressure and has arranged for 
Congressman DeFazio from Oregon to fly over and take a look at the area. Commissioner 
Murray asked in regards to the site characterization. Mr. Cohen responded they want 
failure planes and ground water depth data collected over time. Chairman Finigan asked in 
regards to the parallel tracks moving forward. Mr. Cohen responded when we have a 
Federal Declaration and the ER Program is initiated there are two categories to be looked 
at. Those two categories are emergency opening or permanent restoration. The future 
project will be for permanent restoration. There is a lot of proactive work being done. In 
the Caltrans meeting we were denied our request to try and do some drilling work for the 
alignments. Chairman Finigan noted the options were reduced to three. Mr. Cohen 
responded the FHWA is really working with Caltrans on getting funding. Chairman 
Finigan commented FHWA would come in and help narrow down the alternatives. Mr. 
Cohen responded that the agreement is to do a sight characterization, water depth data, 
develop a report, and then have FHWA review the report and give an opinion if it is 
feasible or not. Chairman Finigan asked where the report goes from there. Mr. Cohen 
responded the report is for the funding application and then goes back to Caltrans. 
Commissioner Holley stated that everyone should acknowledge that a large part of the 
population is cautious of going over Last Chance Grade. Commissioner Holley suggested 
there be something to stop traffic in both directions if there is an emergency. Mr. Cohen 
responded there was something set up to that affect, but it caused a lot of issues with 
liability. There are other options to explore and at this time Caltrans does get slide 
movement notifications. A member of the public asked why there were decisions to realign 
the highway instead of ferrying cars on the ocean from Klamath to Crescent City. Mr. 
Cohen responded that it is just not feasible. Chuck Blackburn reported he had to the 
opportunity to meet and work with Gary Strikers from the Federal Highway 
Administration and speak with Brad Mettam in regards to Last Chance Grade. Mr. 
Blackburn thanks Caltrans and Ms. Leighton for the efforts they have done towards the 
project. Mr. Blackburn shared some experiences on Last Chance Grade. Mr. Blackburn 
expressed that he understands that things are going on. Mr. Blackburn asked if Last chance 
Grade goes tomorrow would we have to go through all these various steps that must be 
done. Chairman Finigan responded if Last Chance Grade goes, Caltrans would get that 
road open as soon as possible. The bad news is that Federal money would need to be used 
to restore that road and put a severe hold on everything. Mr. Cohen responded that 
Chairman Finigan is correct except that a failure would now actually help push for a 
potential bypass. Mr. Cohen confirmed Caltrans would get the road opened by digging 
back into the hillside. Ms. Cooper commented the potential catastrophic failure would be 
the worst scenario. It would not only be a loss of old growth trees, but we would also 
continue to need a complete bypass, which would be a double impact on the environment. 
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− Public information and crowd sourcing – Chairman Finigan asked Ms. Leighton to put the 
Caltrans status of projects report on the November meeting and to comment briefly on the 
status. Chairman Finigan reported Last Chance Grade has been programmed and is now in 
the design stage as noted on the project status report. Ms. Leighton added that there is 
$217,352,000 of projects on the status of projects report and that amount does not include 
all funding sources or Last Chance Grade. There is a lot of work being done in the 
community and she would like to recognize the significant dollar amounts in our 
community just to keep the highways open. Policy Advisory Member Tucker commented 
Caltrans tries to develop a list for each County and it’s an effort to be more transparent. 
Caltrans is striving to make sure all projects have correct information. Policy Advisory 
Member Tucker stated that if anyone has a question about a specific project to let him 
know and he will try to provide the information to him or her.  

5. Commissioner comments and reports. 

The following Commissioner(s) commented on the following: Commissioner Howard reported he 
participated in the road use charge pilot program. He has been receiving mock bills from one of 
the programs and even though he drove an amount of 1,200 miles in one month his mock bill 
only came out to $2.63 for the charge. Commissioner Howard expressed that this wasn’t as big of 
a cost as he expected. Some people may be concerned with a program that monitors your location 
on a daily basis, but that issue is being addressed. Chairman Finigan states that there were 
concerns of security, and privacy, but there are various other options to keep track of your 
mileage and many don’t use GPS tracking. Ms. Leighton confirmed that there are many options 
to select that don’t track your location. 

 
6. Action on the recommendations of the Policy Advisory Committee 

Adjourn as the Policy Advisory Committee, reconvene as the Del Norte Local Transportation 
Commission, and by polled vote, approve and adopt the actions taken by the Policy Advisory 
Committee in items listed above. 
On a motion by Commissioner Murray, seconded by Commissioner Hemmingsen, and 
unanimously carried on a polled vote the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission 
approved the actions taken on above items 4. b-e. 

 
7. Adjourn to the regular meeting scheduled on November 10, 2016 at 11 a.m. 

With no further business before the Commission, Chairman Finigan adjourned the meeting at 
12:24 p.m., until the next regularly scheduled meeting on November 10, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted 

 
 

_________________________________ 
Tamera Leighton, Executive Director 



Item C 
DATE: NOVEMBER 10, 2016 
TO: DEL NORTE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION   
FROM: TAMERA LEIGHTON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
SUBJECT: ADOPT RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 2016 REGIONAL 

TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

ACTION REQUESTED:  By polled vote, adopt resolution 2016 22 approving the 2016 Del 
Norte Regional Transportation Plan.  

BACKGROUND: As the Regional Transportation Planning Agency (RTPA) for the region, the 
Del Norte Local Transportation Commission (DNLTC) is required by California Government 
Code Section 65080 to adopt and submit a Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) to the California 
Transportation Commission (CTC) and to the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) every four years in accordance with the requirements of the current 2010 California 
Regional Transportation Plan Guidelines. The region is defined as Del Norte County, CA.  

The Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) serves as the guide to the development of a 
coordinated and balanced multi-modal regional transportation system that is financially 
constrained to the local, State, and Federal revenues anticipated over the twenty-year life of the 
plan. Transportation improvements in the 2016 RTP are identified in the short-range (2016 – 
2026) and long-range (2027 – 2036) time periods. The coordinated effort brought the County, 
Caltrans, Crescent City, governmental resource agencies, commercial and agricultural interests, 
Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation, Elk Valley Rancheria, the Resighini Rancheria, the Yurok Tribe, and 
citizens into the planning process. The RTP documents the policy direction, actions, and 
funding plan designed to maintain and improve the regional transportation system. 

RTPs must include policy, action and financial elements. The Policy Element (Chapter 3) 
describes the transportation issues in the region, identifies and quantifies regional needs 
expressed within both a short- and long-range framework, and maintains internal consistency 
with the financial element fund estimates. Related goals, objectives, and policies are provided 
along with performance indicators and measures. The Action Element (Chapter 4) identifies 
projects that address the needs and issues for each transportation mode in accordance with the 
policy element. Financial Element (Chapter 5) identifies the current and anticipated revenue 
sources and funding strategies available to fund the planned transportation investments 
described in the action element. The intent is to define realistic funding constraints and 
opportunities. 
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Chapter 6, the top priority projects chapter was introduced into the Del Norte Regional 
Transportation Plan in 2011 in an effort to improve efficiency in decision making and compete for 
limited funding resources. A top priority project affects a significant portion of the region, helps 
meet the regional goals set forth in Chapter 3 of this regional plan, improves the baseline 
performance measures for the region, and can be identified as a cost effective investment of 
financial resources. 
 
The Draft RTP was circulated for public review and comment along with the Addendum to the 
1992 Environmental Impact Report (EIR) in March 2016. The Del Norte Local Transportation 
Commission received several comments on this initial draft. After revising the plan to address 
the comments made by agencies, governments and the public, a revised draft was released in 
September 2016 to ensure public exposure to, and an opportunity to comment on, the document. 
The public comment period on the revised draft ended October 13, 2016. The Final RTP 
provides the region with a coordinated plan for transportation projects through 2036. This 
document will be revised again according to statute in 2020.  

 



RESOLUTION 2016 22 

DEL NORTE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION 
ADOPTING THE 2016 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

WHEREAS, State and Federal regulations governing comprehensive transportation planning 
require that each regional transportation planning agency adopt, and thereafter, update every four 
years, a Regional Transportation Plan to serve as a statement of short-range and long-range 
regional goals, objectives and policies, and as a decision-making tool and guide to action; and 

WHEREAS, the draft 2016 Regional Transportation Plan for Del Norte County has been 
prepared and distributed for review and comment; and 

WHEREAS, the draft Regional Transportation Plan has been revised to address comments 
received from interested agencies, governments, and the public; and  

WHEREAS, a public hearing on the draft Regional Transportation Plan was held on November 
10, 2016 and its results recorded; and  

WHEREAS, the Regional Transportation Plan has been developed in accordance with the 
requirements of the current 2010 California Regional Transportation Plan Guidelines.  

WHEREAS, the Regional Transportation Plan is subject to the requirements of California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and 

WHEREAS, the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission has determined that none of the 
events enumerated under California Public Resources Code section 21166 have occurred, and 
that, therefore, no subsequent or supplemental environmental review is required; and  

WHEREAS, an Addendum to the Environmental Impact Report was prepared in accordance 
with 14 California Code of Regulations section 15164; and  

WHEREAS, the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission has considered the 1992 
Environmental Impact Report, the 2002 Supplemental Environmental Impact Report, and 
subsequent Addendums prior to adopting the 2016 Regional Transportation Plan for Del Norte 
County.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission 
hereby adopts the 2016 Regional Transportation Plan for Del Norte County. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission at a regular 
meeting hereof held on the 10th day of November 2016, by the following polled vote: 

AYES:  
NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 

David Finigan, Chair 
Del Norte Local Transportation Commission 

ATTEST: 

Tamera Leighton, Executive Director  
Del Norte Local Transportation Commission 



Item D 
DATE: NOVEMBER 10, 2016 
TO: DEL NORTE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION   
FROM: TAMERA LEIGHTON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
SUBJECT: APPOINT FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND AUTHORIZE 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS TO SIGN NECESSARY AND ROUTINE 
BANKING DOCUMENTS

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
a. Appoint two Finance Committee members
b. By polled vote, authorize the Chair and Finance Committee members to sign necessary

and routine banking documents.

BACKGROUND:  The routine obligations of the Finance Committee are to review the fiscal 
audit with the accounting firm Cholwell, Benz and Hartwick (CBH) and to sign checks at the 
request of CBH. The DNLTC chair and finance committee members have check signing 
authority, though the chair is called upon only when Finance Committee members are 
unavailable. On occasion, routine banking documents need to be signed and current documents 
needing signatures are attached. The current Finance Committee members are Mr. Holley and 
Mr. Hemmingsen. Mr. Holley will retire from board service this month.  
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File #_____________________ 

CONTRACT FOR DEPOSIT OF MONEYS
      THIS CONTRACT, relating to the deposit of moneys, made as of the ________ day of __________________ , 

20______ between  _________________________________________________ (hereinafter designated 

"Treasurer") acting in official capacity as _______________________________ ("Treasurer," "Finance Director," 

etc.) of  __________________________________________________________   (hereinafter designated 

"Depositor"), and Tri Counties Bank (hereinafter designated "Depository"), having a paid-up capital and surplus in 

excess of Five Hundred Million Dollars ($500,000,000). 

WITNESSETH: 
WHEREAS, the Treasurer proposes to deposit in the Depository from time to time, commencing on 

________________________, 20______ moneys in his/her custody in an aggregate amount on deposit at any one 

time not to exceed _____________________________________ Dollars ($ ______________________); or the 

total of the paid-up capital and surplus of the Depository, whichever is the lesser amount, and said moneys will be 

deposited subject to Title 5, Division 2, Part 1, Chapter 4, Article 2 (commencing with Section 53630) of the 

Government Code of the State of California; and 

WHEREAS, said provisions of the Government Code require the Treasurer to enter into a contract with the 
Depository setting forth the conditions upon which said moneys are deposited; and 

WHEREAS, in the judgment of the Treasurer, this contract is to the public advantage; 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is agreed between the parties hereto as follows: 

1. This contract cancels and supersedes any previous contracts between the Treasurer and the Depository relating to
the method of handling and collateralization of deposits of moneys.

2. This contract, but not deposits then held hereunder, shall be subject to termination by the Treasurer or the
Depository at any time upon 30 days' written notice. Deposits may be withdrawn in accordance with the agreement
of the parties and applicable federal and state statutes, rules and regulations. This contract is subject to modification
or termination upon enactment of any statute, rule or regulation, state or federal, which, in the opinion of the
Administrator of Local Agency Security, is inconsistent herewith, including any change relative to the payment of
interest upon moneys so deposited by the Treasurer.

3. Interest shall accrue on any moneys so deposited as permitted by any act of the Congress of the United States or by
any rule or regulation of any department or agency of the Federal Government adopted pursuant thereto. If interest
may legally be paid, all moneys deposited in accordance with this contract shall bear interest at a rate agreed upon
by the Treasurer and the Depository.

4. The Depository shall issue to the Treasurer at the time of each inactive deposit a receipt on a form agreed to by the
Depository and the Treasurer, stating the interest to be paid, if any, the duration of the deposit, the frequency of
interest payments, and the terms of withdrawal. Each such deposit receipt is by reference made a part of this
contract.
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5. As security for said deposit, the Depository shall at all times maintain with the Agent of Depository named herein, 
commencing forthwith, eligible securities having a market value at least 10% in excess of the actual total amount of 
local agency moneys on deposit with the Depository. If any eligible security is determined by the Administrator of 
Local Agency Security of the State of California in accordance with Government Code Section 53661 to be not 
qualified to secure public deposits, additional security shall be substituted immediately by the Depository, as 
necessary, to comply with the requirements of this Paragraph. 

6. Eligible securities are those listed in Government Code Section 53651. 

7. The Agent of Depository, authorized by the Treasurer and the Depository to hold the eligible securities posted as 
collateral under this contract is Union Bank. Said Agent of Depository has filed with the Administrator of Local Agency 
Security of the State of California an agreement to comply in all respect with the provisions of Title 5, Division 2, Part 1, 
Chapter 4, Article 2 (commencing with Section 53630) of the Government Code. A copy of this agreement is attached 
hereto. 

8. Authority for placement of securities for safekeeping in accordance with Government Code Section 53659 is hereby 
granted to the Agent of Depository, including placement with any Federal Reserve Banks or branches thereof, and the 
following banks, other than the Depository, located in cities designated as reserve cities by the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System: 

9. If the Depository fails to pay all or part of any deposits of the Treasurer which are subject to this contract when ordered 
to do so in accordance with the terms of withdrawal set forth on the deposit receipt (which is by reference made a part 
hereof), the Treasurer will immediately notify, in writing, the Administrator of Local Agency Security. Action of the 
Administrator in converting the collateral required by Paragraph 5 above for the benefit of the Treasurer is governed by 
Government Code Section 53665. 

10. The Depository may add, substitute or withdraw eligible securities being used as security for deposits made hereunder 
in accordance with Government Code Section 53654, provided the requirements of Paragraph 5 above are met. 

11. The Depository shall have and hereby reserves the right to collect the interest on the securities, except in cases where 
the securities are liable to sale or are sold or converted in accordance with the provisions of Government Code Section 
53665. 

12. The Depository shall bear the expenses of transportation of eligible securities maintained as collateral to and from the 
designated Agent of Depository. 

13. This contract, the parties hereto, and all deposits governed by this contract shall be subject in all respects to Title 5, 
Division 2, Part 1, Chapter 4, Article 2 (commencing with Section 53630) of the Government Code, and of all other 
state and federal laws, statutes, rules and regulations applicable to such deposits, whether now in force or hereafter 
enacted or promulgated, all of which are by this reference made a part hereof. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Treasurer in his/her official capacity has signed this contract in duplicate and the 
Depository has caused this contract to be executed in like number by its duly authorized officers. 

 
 
TREASURER: DEPOSITORY:    Tri Counties Bank 

By  By  
  

By  By  
  

 



WAIVER OF SECURITY 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Pursuant to Section 53653 of the Local Agency Deposit Security Law, a treasurer may, at his 
discretion, waive security for such portions as are insured pursuant to Federal Law. 

WHEREAS, it is the advantage of Tri Counties Bank to increase the amount of its available 
collateral to secure the deposits of public accounts, and in so doing, without increasing the risk of the 
deposits of such public accounts; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the authorized agent of _________________________________________, 
a public institution, hereby agrees to waive the security required by Section 53653 of the Local Agency 
Deposit Security Law by Tri Counties Bank the Depository Association for up to the maximum federally 
insured amount of certain deposits of the described public institution.  As a condition to the granting of this 
Waiver of Security, it is understood that Tri Counties Bank shall continue to maintain approved collateral 
security for all those deposits in excess of the maximum federally insured amount per Section 53653 of the 
Local Agency Deposit Security Law. 

I authorize you to waive security per Section 53653 of the Local Agency Deposit Security Law. 

Dated:  _____________________________ 

Local Agency: _____________________________ 

By:  _____________________________ 

Title:  _____________________________ 

TAX ID # _____________________________ 



Updated Tool Continues to Ignore California’s Most Disadvantaged 
Communities 

PublicCEO 
Patricia Megason, Executive Vice President, RCRC 
October 11, 2016  

The California Communities Environmental Health Screening Tool, more commonly 
known as CalEnviroScreen, was designed by the California Environmental Protection 
Agency (CalEPA) to serve as a tool for identifying California’s most disadvantaged 
communities when prioritizing time, resources, and programs on those portions of the 
state that are most in need of assistance.  However, the tool has long been criticized by 
disparate groups with widespread interests for its flaws in methodology.  

In total, 30 of California’s 58 counties do not have a single census tract identified in the 
top 25 percent of CalEnviroScreen.  The use of CalEnviroScreen as a screening tool for 
grant solicitations and awards completely excludes these counties and the cities within 
from funding, many of those home to some of the most socioeconomically depressed 
communities in the state. 

The increasing use of CalEnviroScreen scores by State agencies to determine eligibility 
for certain grant set-asides and other preferential treatment in grant programs is 
concerning, particularly since Senate Bill 535 (De León), the bill requiring 25 percent of 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) monies be spent to benefit disadvantaged 
communities, specifies that programs may consider either environmental or 
socioeconomic factors.  The tool’s methodology of combining the two unfairly weighs 
factors that ultimately exclude some of the state’s poorest communities from 
consideration.   

Some of California’s most socioeconomically disadvantaged communities, both rural 
and urban, do not qualify for earmarked funding when the CalEnviroScreen tool is 
applied.  In addition, despite wildfire emissions accounting for more than half of 
California’s annual black carbon emissions, rural communities affected by the air quality 
impacts of wildfires are ineligible for disadvantaged communities funding from the 
GGRF because the tool doesn’t consider episodic emissions events like wildfires.  As 
an example, the communities impacted by the devastating fires in Lake County over the 
past two years remain ineligible for funds specifically dedicated to disadvantaged 
communities associated with carbon emissions, despite the fact that Lake County 
remains one of the most socioeconomically disadvantaged counties in the state. 

And while an update (CalEnviroScreen 3.0) was released last month, the issue at hand 
remains unaddressed.  The latest version of the CalEnviroScreen tool continues to 
ignore California’s most disadvantaged communities, both rural and urban.  The 
language in SB 535 includes a mechanism for identifying communities impacted by 
certain environmentally-related factors in order to allow them to compete for state 



funding, in addition to economically distressed areas.  However, the methodology 
developed is not appropriate for use in Cap-and-Trade auction proceeds or many other 
funding opportunities. 

It’s time the Legislature address this issue, and direct CalEPA to review the 
methodology used to develop CalEnviroScreen, and update it in an appropriate, 
balanced manner for the benefit of all California communities.   

http://www.publicceo.com/2016/10/updated-tool-continues-to-ignore-californias-most-
disadvantaged-communities/ 

 

http://www.publicceo.com/2016/10/updated-tool-continues-to-ignore-californias-most-disadvantaged-communities/
http://www.publicceo.com/2016/10/updated-tool-continues-to-ignore-californias-most-disadvantaged-communities/

	LTC Agenda 111016
	A-B DNLTC Consent Agenda November 2016
	DNLTC minutes 090816
	DNLTC minutes 101316
	C 2016 RTP Adoption DNLTC JS AEL
	22 2016 Resolution RTP JS AEL
	D Finance and Banking
	Contract_Deposit_Money
	Waiver of Security Max Ins Amt
	10112016_Updated_Tool_Continues_to_Ignore_California_s_Most_Disadvantaged_Communities



