
 
  

MINUTES 
 

DEL NORTE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA: MARCH 12, 11 A.M. 

 
Present: Commissioner David Finigan, County, Vice-Chairman  

Commissioner Gerry Hemmingsen, County  
Commissioner Rick Holley, City  
Commissioner Jake Smith, Public Member Alternate 

 
Absent: Commissioner Richard Enea, City  

Commissioner Kathryn Murray, City, Chairman 
 

Also Present: Tamera Leighton, Local Transportation Commission 
Karen Phillips, Local Transportation Commission 
Kevin Tucker, Policy Advisory Member, Caltrans District 1 
Kymmie Scott, Deputy City Clerk 

 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order 
Vice- Chairman Finigan called the meeting to order in open session at 11:00 a.m. 

 
2. Public comment period  

The following person(s) addressed the Commission: none 
 

3. Adjourn to the Policy Advisory Committee 
Vice-Chairman Finigan recessed the meeting of the Del Norte Local Transportation 
Commission at 11:02 a.m. and immediately convened as the Policy Advisory 
Committee. 
Executive Director Leighton noted that she received a call from John Driscoll regarding 
the Last Chance Grade public hearings just this morning and action was necessary before 
the next meeting.  She would like to Commission to consider adding the matter to the 
agenda as an urgency matter that arose subsequent to the posting of the agenda. 
On a motion by Commissioner Hemmingsen, seconded by Commissioner Smith, and 
unanimously carried, the Policy Advisory Committee agreed that the matter of the John 
Driscoll request regarding public hearings for Last Chance Grade would be added to this 
agenda as an item requiring action prior to the next regular meeting and that arose 
subsequent to the posting of the agenda.  See Off Agenda Item below. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA  
Items are considered routine in nature and voted on in one motion: Consider public 
comments or requests to pull matters from the consent agenda for separate action. 

a) Minutes of February 12, 2015 
Staff recommendation: By consensus, accept minutes of February 12, 2015. 

b) Advertising for Clerk Services 
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Staff recommendation: By polled vote, authorize advertising expenditure for Clerk 
services from TDA funds.  

c) Resolution authorizing Active Transportation Program fund administration for 
Safe Routes to Schools program 
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, approve Resolution No. 2015 6 authorizing 
execution of Master Agreements, State Agreements, Program Supplement 
Agreements and Fund Transfer Agreements for Active Transportation Program 
projects  

On a motion by Commission Hemmingsen, seconded by Commissioner Holley, and 
unanimously carried on a polled vote, with Commissioner Murray and Enea absent, the 
Policy Advisory Committee approved and adopted the consent agenda, consisting of 
items 3.a-c above, as presented. 

 
POLICY and ADMINISTRATIVE 

d) Partnership request from City of Crescent City for $6,028 for education to 
maintain resident’s sidewalks 
TAC and Staff recommendation: By polled vote, adopt resolution 2015 5 for $6,028 
in Regional Surface Transportation Program Funds to the City of Crescent City for 
community education to maintain resident’s sidewalks. 

Discussion was held regarding the request from the City for funds to educate and inform 
the citizens of the City regarding maintenance responsibilities for sidewalks. Staff noted 
that the County should consider the some policy regarding sidewalks in the urban areas 
of the County.  City and County view the responsibility of the sidewalks very differently.  
The City’s current focus and concern is regarding the sidewalks only at this time and 
keeping them maintained, open, and safe for pedestrians. Director Leighton noted that 
this type of City policy is the norm across the State and nation. Kymmie Scott, City 
Public Information Officer, addressed the Commission and noted that snow removal 
policies in other areas are a similar issue; the City is focusing on keeping the sidewalks 
open, weed/brush-free, and available for safe passage by pedestrians.  City staff will be 
hanging door knob information, purchasing radio ads and mailers.  Their request is to 
have $6,028 in RSTP funding to promote that effort. 
On a motion by Commission Holley, seconded by Commissioner Hemmingsen, and 
unanimously carried on a polled vote, with Commissioners Murray and Enea absent, the 
Policy Advisory Committee approved and adopted Resolution No. 2015 5 for $6,028 in 
RSTP funds for community education to maintain resident’s sidewalks in the City. 

 
e) Accept updated Redwood Coast Transit Authority Audit Communication Letter 

for year ending June 2014 and consider additional cost of $4,000 
Finance Committee recommendation: By consensus, accept letter and request 
additional information and presentation by independent auditor prior to authorizing or 
denying additional cost of $4,000.  

Discussion was held regarding the Redwood Coast Transit Authority audit and additional 
bill.  The Finance Committee met and asked to have more information from the outside 
auditor.  
On a motion by Commission Hemmingsen, seconded by Commissioner Smith, and 
unanimously carried on a polled vote, with Commissioners Enea and Murray absent, the 
Policy Advisory Committee approved asking Hunter, Hunter & Hunt to come to a 
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Commission meeting to outline why the cost overruns occurred in the Redwood Coast 
Transit audit. 
 
f) Discussion items 

− Active Transportation Plan update – an update was given regarding Sunset 
Circle as one of the ATP applications this year for program funding.  The 
proposed application would be to link (across County property) two 
existing trails (City and Harbor) in this area and improve the County 
property.  The trail has caused some issues with landlocked property.  There 
needs to be a meeting to review the project site and discussion of how to 
resolve the issues. 

− Road Charge Pilot Program – Commissioner Finigan was appointed to this 
group on a State level and gave a brief overview of the work.  There is a 
proposed charge on vehicle registrations to address infrastructure issues.  
Rural counties are paying a disproportionate share of road taxes and this 
will make it more even.  Director Leighton noted that it is an honor to have 
one of our Commissioners appointed to this selective committee. 

− 2015-16 Overall Work Program – the program was included in the agenda packets 
for information. 

− State highway project updates:  
• Highway 101 pedestrian crossing – the control arms are in place, but the cross 

walk is not operating yet.  Participants discussed how the light would flash.  It 
appears that it will have a flashing red light and vehicles will need to stop 
completely and then proceed if no pedestrians or cyclist are in the crosswalk.  

• Last Chance Grade – the project was discussed in the Off Agenda Item below. 
• Safe STAA on US Highway 199 – nothing new is available to report.  The 

scheduled continues to be pushed out on this project.  Letters have been sent 
expressing concern regarding the scheduling.  Staff, by consensus, was 
directed to resend the letter expressing concern about meeting the scheduling 
deadlines with copies to be sent to our federal representatives.  We have 
approximately four and a half more years, depending on the fund source.  The 
question of whether or not we can get extensions since the legal extensions 
have been given was asked.  Staff indicated that the timely use of funds could 
not be extended because it’s in legislation and not in guidance.  There are 
multiple challenges with the project.  Staff noted that every RTPA led project 
in District 1 is in litigation right now. 

− Economic Summit – The Director will be giving an update on highway projects at 
the summit and getting community input for the Active Transportation Plan. 

 
OFF AGENDA MATTER – LAST CHANCE GRADE PUBLIC PROCESS 
 
Director Leighton noted that she received a call this morning, an hour before this 
meeting, from John Driscoll asking her to consider a request from Congressman 
Huffman to support and hold the contract for facilitation services for the stakeholders' 
group development for Last Chance Grade.  Congressman Huffman would like to have a 
partnership to provide assistance for the projects.  The director would need to find a way 
to fund the contract for approximately $15,000-$60,000 for convening public meetings 
for the benefit of the Last Chance Grade project.  The director suggested holding a 



Del Norte Local Transportation Commission 
Page 4 of 4 

 

special meeting on Tuesday to approve a contract, scope of work, revised budget, and 
agreement with agencies and parties for this work.  A special meeting of the Del Norte 
Local Transportation Commission will be held on Tuesday the 17th at 8:30 a.m. in the 
Board Chambers to discuss the matter. 

 
4. Commissioner comments and reports. 

The following reports were made: Commissioner Smith noted that he walked the Sunset 
Circle Trail recently and he would like to see the gap completed, he thinks the trail is a 
real asset to the community. 
 

5. Action on the recommendations of the Policy Advisory Committee 
Adjourn as the Policy Advisory Committee, reconvene as the Del Norte Local 
Transportation Commission, and by polled vote, approve and adopt the actions taken by 
the Policy Advisory Committee in items listed above. 
Vice-Chairman Finigan adjourned the meeting of the Policy Advisory Committee 
at 11:40 a.m. and immediately reconvened as the Del Norte Local Transportation 
Commission. 
On a motion by Commission Holley, seconded by Commissioner Smith, and 
unanimously carried on a polled vote, with Commissioners Murray and Enea 
absent, the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission approved and adopted 
the actions taken by the Policy Advisory Committee, listed above in items 3-4, 
including the Off Agenda Item. 
 

6. Adjourn to the next regularly scheduled meeting on March 12, (incorrectly listed 
should be April 9, 2015) at 11 a.m. 
There being no further business to come before the Commission, the Chair adjourned 
the meeting at 11:41a.m., special session scheduled on March 17, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
____________________________________  
Tamera Leighton, Executive Director 
Del Norte Local Transportation Commission 
 
 


