
 
 
 

MINUTES 
DEL NORTE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA: SEPTEMBER 11, 2014, 11 A.M. 
 

 
Present: Commissioner Richard Enea, City, Vice-Chairman 

Commissioner Kathryn Murray, City Alternate 
Commissioner Mike Sullivan, County, Chair 
Commissioner Doug Wakefield, Public Member 

 
Absent: Commissioner Gerry Hemmingsen, County  

Commissioner Rick Holley, City  
 
Also Present: Rex Jackman, Policy Advisory Member, Caltrans District 1 

Tamera Leighton, Local Transportation Commission 
Bill Lonsdale, Public 
Autumn Luna, Deputy Counsel  
Karen Phillips, Local Transportation Commission 
Mike Redel, California Highway Patrol 

 
 
1. Call Meeting to Order 

Chairman Sullivan called the meeting to order at 11:01 a.m. 
  

2. Public comment period  
The following person(s) addressed the Commission regarding the closed session 
matters: none.  
 

3. Closed Session 
• CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL: ANTICIPATED LITIGATION, 

Initiation of Litigation pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9, subd. (4), 
one case. 

• PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT: Position Title: Executive Director. 
Reconvene in open session. Report pursuant to Government Code Section 94957.1 of 
any actions taken in closed session. 
Chairman Sullivan recessed the regular session at 11:02 a.m. and immediately convened 
in closed session.  Tamera Leighton left the closed session at 11:45 a.m.  The closed 
session was adjourned at 11:48 a.m.  The meeting was reconvened in regular session at 
11:49 a.m.  Counsel announced that the following action was taken during closed 
session: on a motion by Commissioner Enea, seconded by Commissioner Wakefield, 
and unanimously carried, the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission directed 
counsel to issue an RFP for the Executive Director position that will be posted no later 
than next week. 
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4. Public comment period  
The following persons addressed the Commission:  Eileen Cooper noted her opinion that 
the Local Transportation Commission works in a vacuum as there is no place the public 
can go to read the minutes and agendas from the past meetings. She thanked staff for 
sending her the agendas each month; however, she feels that the City and County could 
accommodate an interagency request to electronically post the documents through their 
websites.  She feels that this would be at no extra expense to the Commission.  
Commissioner Murray noted that the website item in the consent agenda might address 
her concerns. 
 

5. Adjourn to the Policy Advisory Committee 
Chairman Sullivan recessed the meeting of the Del Norte Local Transportation 
Commission at 11:52 a.m. and immediately convened in regular session as the Policy 
Advisory Committee. 
 
OFF AGENDA ITEM – EIN  
 
Mr. Leighton noted that she was notified that the County can no longer allow the 
Commission to use their EIN, and therefore the Commission needs to apply for one right 
away, which requires the director to sign an SS-4 application and process it with the 
Department of Treasury Internal Revenue Service.  A resolution will be necessary to 
approve the signature. 
  
On a motion by Commissioner Enea, seconded by Commissioner Wakefield, and 
unanimously carried, the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission agreed to add the 
matter of the EIN application and resolution to the agenda as a matter that arose 
subsequent to the posting of the agenda and that required action prior to the next regular 
meeting.  
 
Director Leighton received direction from counsel and the Commission’s CPA to more 
forward to apply for the EIN.  Because of the nature of the EIN, the director is asking 
approval to process the application for the EIN and adoption of Resolution No. 2014-21, 
entitled, DEL NORTE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO SIGN THE 
SS-4 APPLICATION FOR AN EIN FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE DEL NORTE 
LOCAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION. 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Enea, seconded by Commissioner Murray, and 
unanimously carried on a polled vote, the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission 
approved and adopted Resolution No. 2014-21, entitled, DEL NORTE LOCAL 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND 
DIRECTING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO SIGN THE SS-4 APPLICATION 
FOR AN EIN FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE DEL NORTE LOCAL 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA  
Items are considered routine in nature and voted on in one motion: Consider public 
comments or requests to pull matters from the consent agenda for separate action. 
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a) Minutes of July 10, 2014 
Staff recommendation: By consensus, accept minutes of July 10, 2014. 

b) Authorize execution of master agreements, program supplements 
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, adopt resolution 2014 20 authorizing 
execution of master agreements, program supplements or fund transfer agreements 
with the State of California for Federal-Aid Transportation Programs and Projects 

c) Adopt Resolution No. 2014 18 Allocating Local Transportation Funds to 
Redwood Coast Transit Authority for Operating Expenses 
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, adopt resolution. 

d) Resolution No. 2014 19 Allocating Local Transportation Funds to Redwood 
Coast Transit Authority for Capital Expenses 
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, adopt resolution. 

e) Appoint Ms. Brandi Natt to the Social Services Transportation Advisory 
Council to replace Isaac Kinney. 

f) Authorize execution of website services and social media contract. 
TAC and Staff recommendation: By polled vote, authorize staff to execute contract 
with Green Dot Transportation Solutions Website & Social Media Development and 
Maintenance. 

There were no items pulled from the consent agenda. 
On a motion by Commissioner Murray, seconded by Commissioner Enea, and 
unanimously carried on a polled vote, the Policy Advisory Committee approved and 
adopted the consent agenda, consisting of items a-f above, as presented. 

 
POLICY and ADMINISTRATIVE 

g) Analysis of Cooper submission.  
Requested action: By consensus, accept staff report and analysis of the Cooper 
submission submitted to DNLTC on July 10, 2014. 

Discussion was held regarding the petition submitted by Eileen Cooper on July 10, 2014.  
Director Leighton reported that the analysis she performed was at the request of the 
Commission and at the urging of counsel with attention to representative democracy.  A 
one page analysis was provided in the agenda packet.  Eileen Cooper commented that the 
petition she submitted was not a formal or legal petition, it was intended to give the 
Commission an idea of how the community felt.  She noted that it took 2 or 3 days at 
farmers market, and1 day at the Gasquet Raft Races, where she collected signatures.  She 
further stated most of the people live on the river there or are tourists there.  The Tall 
Ships Festival was another place the signatures were gathered.  There was a truck 
accident on the highway one day that she was gathering signatures for the petition.  
Chairman Sullivan asked Ms. Cooper not to misrepresent information when talking to 
the Commission. 

 
h) Discussion items 

− Active Transportation Program – Director Leighton reported on the application 
cycle and the fact that only one program, the Safe Routes to Schools Program, 
was funded for Del Norte.  The statewide application process amounted to over 
700 applications.  The ranking of the applications is under review by the State.  
The director noted that at this time anyone can submit an application and they do 
not have to a project in the Regional Transportation. The director noted that she 
encouraged the agencies to resubmit the applications and that they be regionally 
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prioritized.  Everyone across that state feels that the scoring was challenging 
because there were so many applications.  Rex Jackman noted that March will be 
the next call for applications. 

 
− Caltrans project update: 

• Highway 101 pedestrian crossing - The challenge is that this is a safety project 
and the community has been asking for these improvements for a very long 
time.  The director is encouraging Caltrans to focus on safety, they are going 
back and looking at the project medians and see if they can make changes and 
maintain the safety needs of the project.  Rex Jackman noted that project staff 
met with Renner and other business neighbors to provide information and they 
are working more closely with the businesses. 

• Last Chance Grade – a public meeting was held with the climate change 
adaptation and sea level rise team recently, the project is being studied in a 
variety of ways, the Last Chance Grade project is moving forward, December 
economic analysis will be due and the project finished in July 2015. 

• Safe STAA on 197/199 – project is on hold at this time, demonstrating a 
representative democracy, attending agency meetings to gather 100% support 
for the project.  A few service clubs have asked for presentations and provide 
updates on the project.  

 
− Communications and Outreach update – continue to work on addressing factual 

communication for the community, staff will continue to work on focused and 
factual work.  Letters will be drafted to the state legislators soon.  Congressman 
Huffman while here recently, noted that his is 100% supportive of the US 
Highway projects Last Chance and 199/197 Commissioner Enea noted.  
Chairman Sullivan noted that the board and agencies have been 100% in support 
of the project. 

 
6. Commissioner comments and reports. 

The following Commissioners made reports or requests:  None. 
 

7. Action on the recommendations of the Policy Advisory Committee 
Adjourn as the Policy Advisory Committee, reconvene as the Del Norte Local 
Transportation Commission, and by polled vote, approve and adopt the actions taken by 
the Policy Advisory Committee in items listed above. 
Chairman Sullivan adjourned the meeting of the Policy Advisory Committee at 12:16 
p.m. and immediately reconvened as the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission. 
On a motion by Commissioner Enea, seconded by Commissioner Murray, and 
unanimously carried on a polled vote he Del Norte Local Transportation Commission 
approved and adopted the actions taken above in items 1-6, by the Policy Advisory 
Committee. 
  

Elisabeth Burrows noted that she would like to have the one day Dial-A-Ride 
reservations and she thanked the Commission for their quality of life provided. 
 
Eileen Cooper noted she attend the sea level rise workshop because she is concerned 
about the issue. The level of predicted rise was shown and she feels that the information 






