
DEL NORTE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA: OCTOBER 13, 2016 11 A.M. 

DEL NORTE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CHAMBERS 
FLYNN ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER, 981 H STREET, CRESCENT CITY, CA 

1. Call Meeting to Order

2. Public comment period
Anyone wishing to make public comments regarding matters either on or off the agenda
and within the Commission’s jurisdiction may do so at this time; however, the
Commission is not permitted to act on non-agenda items.

3. Adjourn to the Policy Advisory Committee

CONSENT AGENDA  
Items are considered routine in nature and voted on in one motion: Consider public 
comments or requests to pull matters from the consent agenda for separate action. 

a) Minutes of September 8, 2016
Staff recommendation: By consensus, accept minutes of September 8, 2016.

b) Adopt resolution 2016 21 approving the programming of FTA Section 5339
Program funds in the amount of $138,800.
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, adopt resolution 2016 21 approving the
programming of FTA Section 5339 Program funds in the amount of $138,800.

c) Local Agency Allocation Agreement with Elk Valley Rancheria
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, authorize executive director to sign Local
Agency Allocation Agreement with Elk Valley Rancheria to reflect existing
resolutions and agreements.

d) Transportation Assistance Program for Healthcare
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, authorize executive director to execute the 
Memorandum of Understanding for the Transportation Assistance Program between 
Del Norte County Department of Health and Human Services, Del Norte Healthcare 
District, Del Norte Local Transportation Commission, Open Door Community Health 
Centers and Sutter Coast Hospital

POLICY and ADMINISTRATIVE 
e) Discussion items

− US Highway 199 and Elk Valley Cross Road intersection 
− US Highway 199 injury and fatality accidents 
− Last Chance Grade 
− Public information and crowd sourcing 
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4. Commissioner comments and reports. 
 

5. Action on the recommendations of the Policy Advisory Committee 
Adjourn as the Policy Advisory Committee, reconvene as the Del Norte Local 
Transportation Commission, and by polled vote, approve and adopt the actions taken by 
the Policy Advisory Committee in items listed above. 
 

6. Adjourn to the regular meeting scheduled on November 10, 2016 at 11 a.m. 
 
Anyone requiring reasonable accommodation to participate in the meeting should contact the 

Executive Director Tamera Leighton, at (707) 465-3878, at least five (5) days prior to the meeting. 
For TDD use for speech and hearing impaired, please call (707) 464-2226. 



 
 

Items A - C 
 

DATE: OCTOBER 13, 2016 
TO: DEL NORTE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION  
FROM: TAMERA LEIGHTON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
SUBJECT:  CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
 

 
a) Minutes of September 8, 2016 

Staff recommendation: By consensus, accept minutes of September 8, 2016. 
 

b) Adopt resolution 2016 21 approving the programming of FTA Section 5339 
Program funds in the amount of $138,800.  
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, adopt resolution 2016 21 approving the 
programming of FTA Section 5339 Program funds in the amount of $138,800. 
 
This is a routine and necessary step for transit fund programming.  
 

c) Local Agency Allocation Agreement with Elk Valley Rancheria  
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, authorize executive director to sign Local 
Agency Allocation Agreement with Elk Valley Rancheria to reflect existing 
resolutions and agreements. 
 
This document reflects past decisions only and does not represent any new funding. 
This agreement is a new requirement from the State. Agreements nearly identical to 
this have been approved for the City, County, Harbor District and Yurok Tribe. 
 
 

d) Memorandum of Understanding with healthcare partners for Transportation 
Assistance Program  
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, authorize executive director to execute the 
Memorandum of Understanding for the Transportation Assistance Program between 
Del Norte County Department of Health and Human Services, Del Norte Healthcare 
District, Del Norte Local Transportation Commission, Open Door Community Health 
Centers and Sutter Coast Hospital 

 
This MOU additionally confirms the commitment that DNLTC has already made by 
resolution. This MOU assists the partners in meeting their administrative needs.  



DEL	NORTE	LOCAL	TRANSPORTATION	COMMISSION	
REGULAR	MEETING	MINUTES	

SEPTEMBER	8,	2016	AT	11:00	A.M.	
	

Present:	 	 David	Finigan,	County,	Chairman	
	 	 	 Commissioner	Gerry	Hemmingsen,	County	
	 	 	 Commissioner	Chris	Howard,	County	
	 	 	 Commissioner	Murray,	City	
	 	 	 Commissioner	Darrin	Short,	Vice-Chairman	
	
Absent:		 	 Commissioner	Rick	Holley,	City	
	
Also	Present:	 	 Elizabeth	Burrows,	Public	
	 	 	 Eileen	Cooper,	Public	
	 	 	 Karen	Evan,	Public	
	 	 	 Phillip	Jamison,	Public	
	 	 	 Tamera	Leighton,	Local	Transportation	Commission	
	 	 	 David	Morgan,	Chief,	Office	of	Traffic	Safety	
	 	 	 Kevin	Tucker,	Caltrans,	Policy	Advisory	Committee	Member	
	 	 	 Sabrina	Valentine,	P.S.	Business	Services	
	 	 	 Steve	Wakefield,	Fire	and	Rescue	Fire	Chief	
	
1. Call	Meeting	to	Order	

Chairman	Finigan	called	the	meeting	to	order	at	11:00	a.m.	
	

2. Public	comment	period	
Anyone	wishing	to	make	public	comments	regarding	matters	either	on	or	off	the	agenda	and	
within	the	Commission’s	jurisdiction	may	do	so	at	this	time;	however,	the	Commission	is	not	
permitted	to	act	on	non-agenda	items.	
The	following	person(s)	addressed	the	Commission:	Steve	Wakefield,	Fire	and	Rescue	Fire	
Chief	reported	the	Emergency	Responders	are	continually	being	called	to	traffic	collisions	at	
the	intersection	of	US	Highway	199	and	Elk	Valley	Cross	Road.	Since	Caltrans	did	the	Safety	
Work	on	Highway	101	South	to	Crescent	City	this	intersection	has	been	prone	to	more	
accidents	then	any	other	within	the	jurisdiction	of	the	Crescent	City	Fire	and	Rescue.	The	
problem	with	this	intersection	is	it	is	very	confusing	to	drivers.	There	are	too	many	choices	to	
make	to	determine	which	lane	to	be	in.	Many	of	the	accidents	there	involve	people	from	out	of	
the	area	who	are	going	through	it	for	the	first	time.	Mr.	Wakefield	stated	a	major	concern	is	the	
speed	that	people	drive	coming	off	the	hill	towards	Crescent	City.	In	our	community,	first	
responders	are	100%	volunteers.	The	volunteers	respond	all	hours	of	the	day	and	night	to	
assist	people	with	their	tragedies.	The	more	often	they	have	to	do	this,	the	more	of	a	toll	it	
takes	on	them.	This	intersection	has	been	a	location	for	many	tragic	accidents	with	significant	
injuries	and	deaths.	We	need	to	fix	this	problem	so	we	don’t	injure	as	many	people	and	impact	
the	volunteers.	We	need	all	the	volunteers	we	have	to	cover	all	first	responder	emergencies	
around	the	county.	Mr.	Wakefield	fully	supports	the	round	about	as	a	solution	to	the	problem	
that	exists	there.	This	would	significantly	reduce	the	incidents	in	this	location.	Commissioner	
Hemmingsen	reported	he	attended	another	meeting	and	it	was	brought	to	his	attention	about	
how	many	incidents	actually	have	occurred	there.	Commissioner	Hemmingsen	asked	if	
Highway	Patrol	knew	about	all	these	accidents	that	have	occurred	there.	Mr.	Wakefield	
responded	yes.	Commissioner	Hemmingsen	was	surprised	that	Highway	Patrol	didn’t	feel	



these	accidents	were	happening.	Commissioner	Hemmingsen	believes	that	most	of	the	patrol	
officers	are	new	and	don’t	have	the	10	to15	years	of	experience	in	our	county.	Phillip	Jamison	
commented	that	he	is	a	resident	who	drives	from	Gasquet	every	day.	Mr.	Jamison	came	to	say	if	
it’s	a	round	about	to	slow	down	for,	then	he	supports	it.	It	would	be	a	better	alternative	then	
trying	to	guess	where	a	driver	is	going	to	turn.	
	

3. Adjourn	to	the	Policy	Advisory	Committee	
Chairman	Finigan	adjourned	as	the	Del	Norte	Local	Transportation	Commission	and	
immediately	reconvened	at	the	Policy	Advisory	Committee	at	11:07	a.m.	
	
CONSENT	AGENDA	
Items	are	considered	routine	in	nature	and	voted	on	in	one	motion:	Consider	public	
comments	or	requests	to	pull	matters	from	the	consent	agenda	for	separate	action.	
a) Minutes	of	July	14,	2016	

Staff	recommendation:	By	consensus,	accept	minutes	of	July	14,	2016	
	

b) Approve	contract	with	Center	for	Economic	Development,	CSU	Chico	
Staff	recommendation:	By	polled	vote,	authorize	executive	director	to	sign	contract	
after	approval	by	counsel.	
	

c) Certify	unmet	needs	
Staff	recommendation:	By	polled	vote,	Adopt	resolution	2015	19	certifying	unmet	
transit	needs	findings	for	fiscal	year	2015-16.	
On	a	motion	by	Commissioner	Howard,	seconded	by	Commissioner	Hemmingsen,	
and	unanimously	carried	on	a	polled	vote	the	Del	Norte	Local	Transportation	
Commission	approved	and	adopted	the	Consent	Agenda	item	3.	a-c,	as	presented.	
	

POLICY	AND	ADMINISTRATIVE	
d) Contract	with	Dokken	Engineering	for	Elk	Valley	Road	Multimodal	

Corridor	Study	
TAC	and	staff	recommendation:	By	polled	vote,	authorize	executive	director	to	sign	
contract	with	Dokken	Engineering	for	the	Elk	Valley	Road	Multimodal	Corridor	Plan	
after	approval	by	counsel.	
Discussion	was	held	in	regards	to	a	Dokken	Engineering	contract	for	Elk	Valley	Road	
Multimodal	Corridor	Study.	Ms.	Leighton	reported	there	is	a	proposal	from	Green	
DOT	and	Dokken	Engineering.	The	County,	City,	and	Caltrans	staff	reviewed	and	
scored	the	proposals	and	made	a	recommendation	to	the	Technical	Advisory	
Committee.	The	Technical	Advisory	Committee	is	supporting	the	recommendation	to	
award	the	contract	to	Dokken	Engineering.	Commissioner	Hemmingsen	asked	where	
is	the	big	difference	in	scoring.	Ms.	Leighton	responded	both	proposals	were	sound	
and	that	the	score	was	close,	but	Dokken	had	a	stronger	proposal	for	the	technical	
components	and	Green	DOT	had	a	stronger	proposal	for	community	outreach.	The	
scoring	was	close,	but	the	recommendation	was	still	unanimous	for	Dokken	
Engineering.	Dokken	has	agreed	to	increase	their	community	outreach	from	their	
original	proposal.	Chairman	Finigan	asked	if	this	was	the	planning	phase	for	Elk	
Valley	Road,	Howland	Hill,	and	to	Highway	199.	Ms.	Leighton	responded	the	whole	
Corridor	will	be	considered,	but	that	the	focus	area	is	from	Howland	Hill	to	US	
Highway	199.		



On	a	motion	by	Commissioner	Howard,	seconded	by	Commissioner	Short,	and	
unanimously	carried	on	a	polled	vote,	the	Del	Norte	Local	Transportation	
Commission	authorized	the	executive	director	to	sign	a	contract	with	Dokken	
Engineering	for	the	Elk	Valley	Road	Multimodal	Corridor	Plan.	
Chairman	Finigan	is	happy	to	see	this	corridor	is	finally	being	addressed.	
Commissioner	Murray	is	pleased	to	see	Gordon	Shaw	with	LSC	was	involved	in	the	
project.	Commissioner	Murray	thinks	Mr.	Shaw	has	experience	in	the	community	and	
will	be	a	real	asset	to	the	project.	
	

e) County	request	for	$30,000	of	RSTP	funding	for	Fred	Haight	Drive	
TAC	and	staff	recommendation:	By	polled	vote,	adopt	resolution	2016	20	approving	
the	County’s	funding	request	for	$30,000	of	Regional	Surface	Transportation	
Program	funds	for	Fred	Haight	Drive	improvements	from	First	Street	to	Pearl	Haight	
Bosch	Bridge.	
Discussion	was	held	in	regards	to	the	request	for	$30,000	of	RSTP	funding	for	Fred	
Haight	Drive.	Ms.	Leighton	reported	the	County	submitted	a	request	to	the	Technical	
Advisory	Committee,	which	includes	a	thorough	explanation	of	what	they	need	to	do	
to	finish	the	project	for	Fred	Haight	Drive.	The	Technical	Advisory	Committee	
recommends	awarding	the	$30,000	for	the	Fred	Haight	Drive	as	presented.	
On	a	motion	by	Commissioner	Howard,	seconded	by	Commissioner	Hemmingsen,	
and	unanimously	carried	on	a	polled	vote	the	Del	Norte	Local	Transportation	
Commission	adopted	Resolution	2016	20	approving	the	County’s	funding	request	for	
$30,000	of	Regional	Surface	Transportation	Program	funds	for	Fred	Haight	Drive	
improvements	from	First	Street	to	Pearl	Haight	Bosch	Bridge.	
	

f) Safe	Annual	Report	
TAC	and	staff	recommendation:	By	consensus,	accept	SAFE	system	Annual	Report.	
Discussion	was	held	in	regards	to	the	Safe	Annual	Report.	Ms.	Leighton	reported	that	
there	is	a	significant	increase	in	call	box	use	since	last	year	–	nearly	30	percent.	Ms.	
Leighton	reported	she	would	be	attending	the	State	meeting	to	voice	her	concerns	in	
regards	to	the	funding	for	rural	communities	and	how	important	call	boxes	are.	Ms.	
Leighton	is	evaluating	the	system	to	see	if	it	can	be	expanded	and	is	considering	
having	signs	installed	that	indicate	a	call	box	is	ahead	to	make	them	more	visible.	
Commissioner	Hemmingsen	reported	he	is	always	amazed	by	the	numbers	and	feels	
they	are	very	strategically	placed	due	to	the	number	of	calls	and	feels	it	is	a	very	
necessary	system.	The	SAFE	Annual	Report	was	approved	by	consensus	of	the	Del	
Norte	Local	Transportation	Commission.		
	

g) Discussion	items	
- US	Highway	199	and	Elk	Valley	Cross	Road	intersection	–	Ms.	Leighton	

introduced	David	Morgan,	Chief,	Office	of	Traffic	Safety	and	handed	out	paper	
copies	of	the	presentation.	David	Morgan	reported	on	the	change	that	has	
happened	on	Elk	Valley	Cross	Roads	from	2003	to	2016.	In	2003	there	was	a	
rumble	strip	installed,	2016	an	advisory	sign	for	45	mph	or	more,	2007	moved	
strip	bars	forward,	2011	installed	pavement	arrows,	and	April	2016	installed	a	
four	way	intersection	sign	along	with	the	45	mph	and	radar	feedback	sign.	Mr.	
Morgan	reported	the	future	considerations	for	Elk	Valley	Cross	Road	are	to	
look	if	a	signal	is	justified	and	if	so	we	would	go	into	an	evaluation	to	see	if	a	
round	about	is	a	good	fix.	Another	suggestion	is	to	put	in	a	cul-de-sac.	Mr.	



Morgan	reported	on	the	collision	data	from	2005-2014	and	reported	that	as	of	
2014	accident	reports	are	going	down.	Chairman	Finigan	asked	about	the	high	
rate	of	injury	accidents	and	stop	bars	were	further	back	and	now	they	are	
further	up.	Mr.	Morgan	responded	the	stop	signs	were	moved	up	to	increase	
visibility.	Commissioner	Murray	asked	if	the	signal	analysis	uses	State	or	
national	guidance.	Mr.	Morgan	responded	throughout	the	State	and	Nation.	
Commissioner	Howard	asked	how	do	you	determine	the	volumes	of	traffic.	Mr.	
Morgan	responded	that	they	take	the	highest	hour	volume	in	an	eight-hour	
light	period	during	various	seasons	to	determine	how	much	traffic	there	is.	
Commissioner	Howard	suggested	Caltrans	visit	those	areas	during	July	or	
August.	Mr.	Morgan	responded	that	he	could	make	that	happen	for	next	year.	
Commissioner	Hemmingsen	thinks	the	difference	in	the	speed	and	that	slowing	
the	traffic	down	will	help	with	the	collisions.	Ms.	Leighton	suggested	to	Mr.	
Morgan	to	do	a	traffic	count	now	in	September	and	then	again	in	July.	Mr.	
Morgan	responded	that	could	be	done.	Ms.	Leighton	asked	what	is	the	change	
in	accidents/fatalities/collisions	once	a	round	about	goes	in.	Mr.	Morgan	
responded	that	fatalities	would	go	away.	Ms.	Leighton	asked	what	are	the	next	
steps	to	be	able	to	override	with	engineering.	Mr.	Morgan	responded	there	has	
to	be	volumes	of	cars	that	are	closer	to	the	volumes	in	the	guidelines.	
Commissioner	Short	questioned	whether	there	was	data	that	may	have	not	
been	recorded	through	the	Highway	Patrol.	Mr.	Morgan	responded	he	retrieved	
all	the	data	there	is	from	the	Highway	Patrol.	Ms.	Leighton	reported	Highway	
Patrol	is	required	to	report	and	record	all	accidents	resulting	in	injuries	and	
fatalities.	Policy	Advisory	Member	Tucker	agreed	with	Ms.	Leighton.	
Commissioner	Hemmingsen	asked	in	regards	to	the	surface	treatment	and	
chevron	placement.	Mr.	Morgan	responded	chevrons	are	put	up	and	the	surface	
treatment	is	delayed	due	to	the	fact	we	need	someone	to	put	the	material	
down.	Phillip	Jameson	reported	on	the	volume	of	traffic	during	July	due	to	
Holiday	and	construction.	Karen	Even	asked	in	regards	to	the	45	mph	could	be	
required	not	advisable	and	if	you	have	a	person	would	count	all	the	near	misses	
and	slamming	of	breaks.	It’s	a	bad	intersection	and	something	needs	to	be	
done.	Mr.	Morgan	responded	to	make	it	45	mph	permanently	he	would	have	to	
count	100	cars	and	track	there	speed	and	if	85	cars	are	going	52	miles	or	under	
he	can	permanently	make	it	45	mph,	but	if	85	cars	are	going	53	or	higher	he	is	
forced	to	round	up	to	55	mph.	Mr.	Morgan	reported	he	will	add	to	his	traffic	
count	study	to	count	near	misses.	Ms.	Leighton	recommends	if	the	public	
wanted	to	report	a	near	miss	to	contact	a	County	Supervisor	or	her	to	get	the	
word	out.	Eileen	Cooper	reported	Mr.	Hemmingsen	took	the	words	out	of	her	
mouth	and	is	frustrated	with	a	policy	that	goes	against	common	sense	to	
lowering	a	speed.	Ms.	Cooper	urges	us	and	other	communities	to	change	the	
requirements	and	regulations.	

- Pedestrian	crossing	on	US	Highway	101	at	south	Gateway	area	(attachments)	–	
Ms.	Leighton	reported	there	are	continual	concerns	about	this	area.	Caltrans	
and	Dave	Morgan	are	trying	to	improve	the	Pedestrian	area	from	the	South	
Gateway	all	the	way	to	the	North	End	of	town.	Continue	to	get	lots	of	comments	
of	the	dangers	in	that	area.	We	are	working	on	this	and	it	will	be	a	significant	
project.	

- Last	Chance	Grade	–Policy	Advisory	Member	Tucker	reported	that	there	is	a	
strip	control	signal	on	Last	Chance	Grade	and	warned	people	of	the	project	



going	on.	Eileen	Cooper	commented	in	regards	to	the	dangers	on	Sand	Mine	
and	traffic	coming	south	from	101.	
	

4. Commissioner	comments	and	reports	
The	following	Commissioner(s)	commented	on	the	following:	None	
	

5. Adjourn	on	the	recommendations	of	the	Policy	Advisory	Committee	
Adjourn	as	the	Policy	Advisory	Committee,	reconvene	as	the	Del	Norte	Local	Transportation	
Commission,	and	by	polled	vote,	approve	and	adopt	the	actions	taken	by	the	Policy	Advisory	
Committee	in	items	listed	above.	
Chairman Finigan adjourned as the Policy Advisory Committee and immediately reconvened as the 
Del Norte Local Transportation Commission at 12:18 p.m. 
On a motion by Commissioner Short, seconded by Commissioner Hemmingsen, and unanimously 
carried on a polled vote the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission approved the actions taken 
on above item 3. a.-g.	
	

6. Adjourn	to	the	regular	meeting	scheduled	on	October	13,	2016	at	11	a.m.	
With no further business before the Commission, Chairman Finigan adjourned the meeting at 12:18 
P.M., until the next regularly scheduled meeting on October 13, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Tamera Leighton, Executive Director 
	



RESOLUTION NO. 2016 21 
 

DEL NORTE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION RESOLUTION 
APPROVING THE PROGRAMMING OF  

FTA SECTION 5339 PROGRAM FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $138,800  
 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Transportation is authorized to make grants to states through 
the Federal Transit Administration to support capital and operating assistance projects for non-
urbanized public transportation systems under Section 5339 Bus and Bus Facilities Discretionary 
Program of the Federal Transit Act; and, 

WHEREAS, the California Department of Transportation has been designated by the Governor of 
the State of California to administer Section 5339 Bus and Bus Facilities Discretionary Program 
of the Federal Transit Act, and 
WHEREAS, Redwood Coast Transit Authority (RCTA) is applying for Fiscal Year 2012-13 and 
2013-14 Section 5339 Funds to purchase a replacement bus for utilization on Route 20 between 
Smith River and Arcata, and 

WHEREAS, Redwood Coast Transit Authority has, to the maximum extent feasible, coordinated 
with other transportation providers and users in the region including social services agencies 
capable of purchasing service, and    
WHEREAS, subsequent to award of the project, the Transportation Improvement Plan will be 
amended to include this project, and 
WHEREAS, the program requires certification that Del Norte Local Transportation Commission, 
as the Regional Transportation Planning Agency, has approved by resolution the programming of 
funds for this project; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED that the  
1. Del Norte Local Transportation Commission does hereby authorize the programming of 

federal Section 5339 program funds in the amount of $138,800 for bus replacement; 
2. That Tamera Leighton, Executive director is authorized to execute and file Certifications 

and Assurances of the Regional Agency, and  
3. That Tamera Leighton, Executive Director is authorized to provide additional information 

as the California Department of Transportation may require in connection with the Section 
5339 projects 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission of Del Norte 
County, State of California on the 13th day of October 2016 by the following vote: 

AYES:   
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:   

     ____________________________________ 
      David Finigan, Chair 
      Del Norte Local Transportation Commission 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Tamera Leighton, Executive Director  
Del Norte Local Transportation Commission 
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Memorandum of Understanding 

Regarding the Transportation Assistance Program Between 

Del Norte County, Del Norte Healthcare District, Del Norte Local Transportation Commission,  
 Open Door Community Health Centers and Sutter Coast Hospital 

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) dated _____________________, 2016 (“Effective Date”) is 
entered into by Del Norte County (“County”), Del Norte Healthcare District (“DNHD”), Del Norte Local 
Transportation Commission (“DNLTC”), Open Door Community Health Centers (“Open Door”) and Sutter 
Coast Hospital, a California nonprofit public benefit corporation (“Hospital”, and together with County, DNHD, 
DNLTC and Open Door, the “Parties”) to memorialize the Parties’ agreement for the creation and 
administration of a patient transportation assistance program. 

Hospital operates a general acute care hospital located in Crescent City, California.  Hospital and the other 
Parties to this MOU agree to contribute funds and/or in kind contributions to support the post-discharge 
transportation of patients back to residences in Hospital’s service area when such patients are transferred out of 
the area for specialty or emergency services not available at Hospital (the “Transportation Assistance 
Program”). 

Funding: 

The following amounts (or in-kind contributions as noted) will be contributed by each Party: 

Sutter Coast Hospital $27,000 
Del Norte Local Transportation Commission* $27,000 
Del Norte Healthcare District $13,500 
Open Door Community Health Centers Services 
Del Norte County Services 
* Per statute, based on 5% of the State TDA fund estimate. 

 
The monetary contributions will be made either in a lump sum within thirty (30) days after the Effective Date of 
this MOU, or in equal monthly installments over the twelve (12) month period following the Effective Date of 
this MOU.  The monetary contributions will be maintained and administered by Hospital solely for the 
Transportation Assistance Program.  The Parties agree that the funds shall be administered by Hospital until the 
funds are expended unless otherwise agreed by the Parties.  The Parties agree to reassess whether the 
Transportation Assistance Program will be funded again or discontinued when the total funds available equal 
$10,000.00 or two (2) years following the Effective Date, whichever event occurs first.  If the Transportation 
Assistance Program is discontinued, the funds not expended (if any) will be returned to the contributor(s) in 
proportion to their respective contributions.   

Transportation Assistance Program Summary: 

Hospital will administer the funds and facilitate post-discharge patient transportation services, subject to 
available resources, for patients who reside in the Hospital service area who are transferred out of the area for 
specialty or emergency services not available at Hospital.  The Parties agree that the transportation services will 
only be available to individuals who have already been referred to, or are being treated at, the Hospital.  The 
purpose of the Transportation Assistance Program is to assist such patients in returning to the area after being 
discharged from the receiving facility/hospital and not for transporting patients back to Hospital for additional 
services.  The funds and in-kind contributions provided by the Parties will only be used to support eligible 
patients via the Transportation Assistance Program.  The Transportation Assistance Program will assist recently 
discharged patients who are eligible for Transportation Assistance Program support in accordance with financial 
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and other criteria agreed upon by the Parties from time to time, and who are unable to provide their own 
transportation, have no other regular and/or reliable means of transit (public or private) back to their home 
within the area, and/or are coming from areas where there are few or no alternative resources for transportation.  
Patients and their families or representatives will receive information about the Transportation Assistance 
Program at the point of transfer.   

Hospital will remit payment for patient transportation services directly to the transportation service provider.  
The transportation services will be provided using means of transport and at costs that are reasonable for the 
area, and not using ambulance-level or luxury services, through a transportation services provider that maintains 
adequate insurance appropriate for the transportation services provided.   

The Parties agree that no patient referrals, and no decisions about the eligibility of patients for Transportation 
Assistance Program support, will be based, directly or indirectly, on the patient’s ability to pay for the 
underlying medical services or the existence, nature, or extent of the patients’ insurance coverage for such 
services.   

Reporting Requirements: 

Hospital will maintain and administer the funds for the transportation services for the benefit of eligible patients.  
Any changes to the Transportation Assistance Program must be mutually agreed upon by the Parties in writing.  
Hospital is committed to improving the health of the community by supporting health programming by local 
grassroots and public agencies.  Per IRS guidelines for community benefit reporting, the Parties agree to 
consider the contributions to the Transportation Assistance Program to be donations that are restricted for use in 
carrying out important community benefit work focused on serving poor and/or underserved populations in Del 
Norte County, and the services provided will address one or more of the significant community health needs in 
Del Norte County, California. 

Collaboration and Communication: 

All Parties agree to obtain the other Parties’ permission before using their names, logos, photos or other 
intellectual property.  The Parties agree that any advertising or public notices regarding the Transportation 
Assistance Program will promote the community benefits provided by the program and not the interests of any 
individual Party.   

 

(Signature page follows) 
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Signatures 

This MOU is executed by authorized representatives on behalf of the parties as of the Effective Date. 

DEL NORTE COUNTY 

 
By:  ___________________________________ 
Name:_________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________ 
                _______________________________ 
Contact Name: __________________________ 
Contact Phone/Email: ____________________ 

DEL NORTE HEALTHCARE DISTRICT 

 

By:  ___________________________________ 
Name:_________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________ 
                _______________________________ 
Contact Name: __________________________ 
Contact Phone/Email: ____________________ 
 
 

DEL NORTE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION 
COMMISSION 

 
By:  ___________________________________ 
Name:_________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________ 
                _______________________________ 
Contact Name: __________________________ 
Contact Phone/Email: ____________________ 

OPEN DOOR COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CENTERS 

 
 
By:  ___________________________________ 
Name:_________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________ 
                _______________________________ 
Contact Name: __________________________ 
Contact Phone/Email: ____________________ 
 

  

SUTTER COAST HOSPITAL 

 
By:  ___________________________________ 
Name:_________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________ 
                _______________________________ 
Contact Name: __________________________ 
Contact Phone/Email: ____________________ 
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